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Downtown Digest

Downtown Vacancy Update

own unique story, timeline, challenges, and opportunities for future development and
activation. Collaboration between the City and private property owners continues to
play a vital role in revitalizing Downtown and ensuring that storefronts are filled with

engaging, community-oriented uses.

Another thing to keep in mind is that while a space may appear “vacant,” there is
often significant work happening behind the scenes to prepare it for a new tenant or

use.

Several key properties are currently in various stages of activity:

Addressing vacancies in Downtown Mountain View remains a top priority for the
City of Mountain View and the community. As highlighted in the September 2024

issue, the reasons for and solutions to vacancies are often complex. Each space has its

360 Castro Street: Vacant for nearly two decades, this prominent space is now
on the market and seeking new ownership to bring fresh energy and investment
to the site.

312 Castro Street: The former TAP Plastics location has a new tenant moving
through the permitting process, with planning approvals secured in September
2025.

236 Castro Street: The former Mervyn’s space is working through building

permits and will soon undergo improvements and updates to prepare for a future Fish With You, located at 156 Castro St., specializes in
tenant. Suan Cai Yu, a fish soup with pickled mustard greens.

New Businesses Bringing Fresh Energy
Encouragingly, 2025 has seen an uptick in leasing activity, with several new businesses opening in formerly vacant spaces. These
additions are enhancing Downtown’s vitality and providing new experiences for residents and visitors alike:

Nick the Greek (298 Castro St.): Serving Greek street food, classic gyros, bowls, and more!

Made By (279 Castro St.): A DIY craft studio blending creativity and technology to offer interactive, hands-on projects and
experiential retail.

Fish With You (156 Castro St.): Specializing in Suan Cai Yu (fish soup with pickled mustard greens), this marks the restaurant’s
second Bay Area location.

GlowlLove (720 Villa St.): An independent, woman-owned skincare boutique and facial spa promoting clean, sustainable skincare.
Mr. Bao Kitchen (357 Castro St.): Serving handmade xiao long bao (soup dumplings) known for their delicate wrappers and rich,
savory broth.

Together, these projects reflect the community’s ongoing momentum and the shared commitment to ensuring Downtown Mountain
View remains a vibrant, welcoming destination for businesses, residents, and visitors.

Coming Soon! é“ @

The City is teaming up with the Mountain View Chamber of Commerce and Downtown businesses to plan special events and
activities for the 2026 Super Bowl and World Cup games! Stay tuned for exciting details on how Downtown Mountain View will join
the celebrations.
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With several private projects and public improvements planned across
Downtown over the next few years, the City of Mountain View has launched
a strategic communications initiative to strengthen outreach and visibility
around upcoming construction and community projects. The effort is
designed to keep the community informed about project timelines and
impacts, address business and visitor concerns, and promote Downtown to
new and returning visitors.

owntown
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To support these goals, the City has introduced a new brand, “Downtown MV in Motion.” Inspired by Downtown’s colorful
decorative street treatment, the brand celebrates the area’s dynamic spirit, with people dancing to live music, playing street games,
strolling with friends, or simply enjoying the everyday buzz of Castro Street.

Through this effort, the City aims to elevate Downtown’s visibility, sustain positive momentum, and reaffirm its role as a welcoming,
vibrant destination for residents, workers, and visitors alike. The new brand will provide a unified platform for communicating
upcoming projects and activations, helping keep Downtown in motion for years to come.

Help Shape Mountain View’s First Public Art Strategy

The City of Mountain View has launched the community outreach
process for its first-ever Public Art Strategy. This effort will result in
a long-term vision for how public art can reflect Mountain View’s
identity, enhance community connections, and add to the City’s
vibrancy.

The City invites residents, artists, visitors, and community members
to share their ideas and help shape the future of public art in
Mountain View. Here’s how you can get involved:

® Take the online survey: Collaborate.MountainView.gov/public-

art-strategy-2025 (Deadline: Dec. 14, 2025)

® Join us at a pop-up event: Stop by our booth at the
Community Tree Lighting celebration on December 8, 5:30
p.m. - 8:00 p.m., to share your input and participate in a
hands-on community art activity.

Stay tuned for additional pop-up events and opportunities to
participate—updates will be shared online and on the Collaborate
MV webpage. The City will also be hosting focus groups and
interviews with local artists, businesses, schools, and community
organizations to ensure a wide range of voices help shape the plan.

Seasonal Leaf Clean Up @%}

As trees across Castro Street begin shedding their leaves for the fall season, the City is increasing leaf-blowing and cleanup efforts to
two to three times per week to help keep streets, sidewalks, and storm drains clear and safe for the community.
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Lot 12 Parking Lot to Close Mid-January

To prepare for the construction of the new affordable housing project at City-owned Lot 12 (across from City Hall and the Mountain
View Public Library), the parking lot will permanently close to public use in mid-January.

Visitors are encouraged to use nearby parking garages and surface lots (see the map for alternative parking locations). The City
appreciates the community’s patience and support as this transformational project moves forward.

Construction is anticipated to begin in January/February 2026 and take approximately two years to complete. Once finished, the
project will deliver much-needed affordable homes and bring new energy, residents, and foot traffic to Downtown Mountain View.
This effort reflects the City’s ongoing commitment to expanding housing opportunities and fostering a vibrant, inclusive downtown.
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The Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts continues to showcase inspiring
local artists in its rotating lobby exhibits!

From Wednesday, Nov. 5, to Sunday, Dec. 14, enjoy the intricate wood art of Manny
Sanchez, a Bay Area artist known for his one-of-a-kind woodworking creations. The
exhibit, “Finding Stories in Wood,” will explore storytelling through natural wood knots
and capture the vibrancy and sense of motion found within wood.

See more of his work on Instagram: (@mannyswoodart. (Artwork on left.)

Next, from Wednesday, Dec. 17 to Sunday, Jan. 25, explore “Beauty and Terror” by
Robin L. Bernstein, a powerful series of 18 contemporary fiber artworks about the
Holocaust. Each piece—crafted from thousands of tiny strings pressed into wax—tells a
story of loss, resilience, and resistance, accompanied by historical context.

Learn more at robinlbernstein.com. (Artwork on right.)
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Keeping Downtown Welcoming: Cleaning of Downtown Garages

Downtown’s two parking garages got a refresh in October, with power washing and deep cleaning of all of the stairwells.

Parking facilities are often the first impression for visitors arriving in Downtown, so maintaining them is an important part of
creating a welcoming environment. To ensure Downtown continues to make a positive first impression, the City is developing a
regular schedule of garage cleaning to take place throughout the year.

Community Tree Lighting Celebration

On Monday, Dec. 8, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m., the City will celebrate the
winter season with the Community Tree Lighting Celebration in Downtown
Mountain View.

The celebration will feature local performances, tributes to multicultural and
diverse traditions, free refreshments, a train ride, games, crafts, the lighting of
the community tree, and an appearance from Santa.

This event is free and open to the public.

Stay up to date with the event by visiting MountainView.gov/Treelighting.

This holiday season, the City of Mountain View encourages everyone to shop
local and support the small businesses that make our community unique. Small
Business Saturday, taking place on November 29, is a great reminder that
every purchase made at a local store, restaurant, or service provider helps
strengthen Mountain View’s economy and sustain the vibrant character of our
Downtown and neighborhood commercial areas.

Shopping local keeps dollars in our community, supports local jobs, and helps
ensure that the shops and restaurants we love continue to thrive. This year,
consider giving the gift of Mountain View—whether it’s a special item from a
favorite retailer, a gift card to a local restaurant, or a service from a
neighborhood salon, fitness studio, or entertainment spot. ®

Umbrella Program Returns for the Rainy Season IJ“
The Downtown Umbrella Program has returned for the rainy season. Launched last year, the program is designed to bring added
activation and a welcoming atmosphere to Downtown during the colder, wetter months.

Visitors can borrow an umbrella to use while shopping, dining, or exploring, and then return it to any of the participating locations.
Umbrella stations are available at Oren’s Hummus, Red Rock Coffee, East West Bookshop, Peet’s Coffee, City Hall, and 1 oz.,
making it easy for the community to stay dry while enjoying all that Downtown has to offer.
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