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MOUNTAIN VIEW MAKERS MARKET FAQ 

• WHEN AND WHERE DOES THE MAKERS MARKET TAKE PLACE? 

o The Makers Market will take place on the following Fridays in the Fall/Winter of 

2026; September 18, October 23, November 20, and December 18,  

o From 2 pm until 8 pm.  

o The Market will take place on the 300 block of Castro Street in Downtown 

Mountain View 

• WHAT IS THE BOOTH SIZE AND COST? 

o Each vendor may apply for one 10x10 booth space. The cost is FREE! 

• WHO IS THE TARGET AUDIENCE FOR THIS MARKET? 

o This market will draw upon the heavy foot traffic of office workers who transit 

Castro Street on their way home at the end of the day, as well as those kicking off 

their weekend downtown.  

o We anticipate capturing a diversity of shoppers through marketing, free 

activities, and offering a good variety of products for people to choose from! 

• WHEN ARE APPLICATIONS DUE? 

o We will accept applications on a rolling basis up until June 24th. Applications will 

be considered in the order the are received.  

• IS THERE AN APPLICATION FEE? 

o It is free to apply.  

• HOW SOON AFTER I APPLY WILL I KNOW IF I'VE BEEN ACCEPTED OR NOT? 

o We hope to confirm all vendors for the season in July.  

• CAN I SHARE A BOOTH? 

o Yes, you can share a booth! We do not match vendors to share space. Each 

business must apply and indicate the booth split in their application.  

https://econdev.mountainview.gov/home-econdev
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• WHO IS REVIEWING THE APPLICATIONS?

o The small but mighty Economic Development team will review all applications

and assess them against the Makers Market Guidelines and stated purpose.

• DO I HAVE TO LIVE IN MOUNTAIN VIEW TO APPLY?

o Mountain View based vendors will be prioritized. Other vendors are encouraged

to apply!

• WILL THERE BE POWER AVAILABLE FOR MY BOOTH?

o No power will be available. Generators are strictly prohibited.

• DO I NEED TO BRING A TENT AND LIGHTING TO THE MARKET, AND ARE THERE

RESTRICTIONS ON THE TYPE OF TENT OR CANOPY I CAN BRING?

o Each vendor must provide their own booth set up. Tents are encouraged but not

required. Each tent/pop up must be 10x10 ft and in good condition. Please come

prepared to anchor your tent with your own weights or sandbags. Securing tents

to City property and other installations is strictly prohibited.

o As we move into the winter months the market will end in the darker hours of

the evening. To create a welcoming environment, we encourage vendors to bring

as much lighting as possible. The City will provide supplemental lighting as

needed.

• WHERE CAN I UNLOAD MY STUFF?

o Cars are strictly prohibited on the pedestrian mall. Vendors can park in lots 3 and

6 and use the pedestrian passageways to access Castro Street.

• IS THE VENUE WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE?

o Yes, Castro Street is wheelchair accessible; all pedestrian paths and the fire lane

will be maintained during the Makers Market.

• CAN I BRING MY DOG?

o Well behaved dogs are always welcome on Castro Street! Please be prepared to

clean up after your pet.

https://econdev.mountainview.gov/home-econdev
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• I DON’T REALLY LIKE MARKETS, WHY ARE YOU DOING THIS?  

o The Maker’s Market is one strategy among many to increase the vibrancy and 

vitality of Mountain View. It aligns with the City’s Economic Vitality Strategy 

(EVS) in many ways!  

 

• Action 1C.3 (Flexible Incentives): The EVS directs staff to create flexible 
incentives to reduce vacancy and encourage street-level activation. By 
running this Market series at no cost to vendors we lower the stakes and 
provide a testing ground for micro-businesses to engage with the Mountain 
View market. 
 

• Action 2A.4 (Destination Branding): A recurring Friday market enhances 
Mountain View’s reputation as a premier regional destination. This specific 
time slot encourages office workers and residents to spend more time 
downtown on Friday night. 
 

• Action 3.2 (Support for Local Entrepreneurs): This pilot provides direct space-
based support to the local creative economy. By lowering the cost of 
participation and hosting these events, we are supporting a diverse small 
business community that reflects Mountain View’s unique character. 

 

 

Please email econdev@mountainview.gov with any other questions, ideas, or concerns. 

 
 

https://econdev.mountainview.gov/home-econdev
mailto:econdev@mountainview.gov
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MAKERS MARKET VENDOR APPLICATION 

BUSINESS INFORMATION 

Name of Business Business Phone 

Business Email Mountain View Business License No. 

Business Social Media Handle (Instagram, TikTok, ect) Business Website 

APPLICANT 

Your Name 

Your Address 

Email (if different than above) Phone (if different than above) 

VENDOR INFORMATION 

Please select which category of products you would like to sell at the Makers Market: 

 Jewelry  Plants & Floral 

 Kids  Textiles 

 Paper & Print  Accessories 

 Ceramics  Fine Art 

 Clothing  Furniture & Woodwork 

 Bath & Body  Food – prepackaged only 

 Leatherwork  Wellness 

Housewares  Other:  

https://econdev.mountainview.gov/home-econdev


Provide a description of your booth: 

Are you available to vend at all four Makers Markets? 

YES NO 

September 18th 

October 23rd 

November 20th 

December 18th 

APPLICANT ACKNOWLEDGMENT:

Applicant Acknowledgment Required 

Check here to acknowledge the following: 

If the City determines my application is eligible, I will be offered the opportunity to enter into an 
agreement to be a vendor at the Makers Market. 

I have read and agree to the Makers Market Guidelines. 

I am responsible for: 
• Providing all materials related to my booth and vending including pop up tent, payment

processing, providing reusable bags, and complying with all requirements of my California
Sellers Permit.

• Any costs incurred through participation in the Makers Market are my responsibility. The City
of Mountain View will not reimburse any costs related to this event.

• Securing a business license or business license exception to operate in the City of Mountain
View

APPLICANT SIGNATURE DATE 

Please submit completed applications to econ.dev@mountainview.gov along with:
• Your business license
• Your sellers permit
• 2-3 photos of your products
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Makers Market Program Guidelines 

PROGRAM INTRODUCTION 

The Mountain View Makers Market is a pilot series designed to cultivate a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem by 
providing a low-barrier platform for local creators and micro-businesses. By activating the downtown core 
during the transition from the workday to the weekend, the program aims to create a unique "Happy Hour" 
destination for residents and visitors alike. 

Program Goals 
Consistent with the City's broader economic vitality objectives, the Makers Market hopes to accomplish the 
following: 

• Support Local Entrepreneurs: Provide direct space-based support to the local creative economy. 

• Encouraging Street-Level Activation: Foster a high-energy, pedestrian-friendly environment along 
Castro Street. 

• Destination Branding: Enhance Mountain View’s reputation as a premier regional destination for dining 
and discovery. 

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY 

Applicant Eligibility 
Applicants must meet the following eligibility criteria to participate: 

• Business License: The business/tenant must have a valid City of Mountain View business license. 

• Local Priority: While all vendors are encouraged to apply, priority will be given to vendors based within 
the City of Mountain View. 

• Compliance: There must be no active code or building violations associated with the applicant's 
business. 

Funding and Cost 
In alignment with Action 1C.3 (Flexible Incentives) of the City of Mountain View Economic Vitality Strategy 
(EVS): 

• No Participation Fee: There is no cost to apply, and there are no booth fees for selected vendors. 

• Insurance Waiver: To support the creative community, the City has approved a special insurance waiver 
for this pilot series. Individual vendors are not required to provide their own liability insurance or 
additional insured endorsements for these specific dates. Instead, vendors will be required to sign a 
liability waiver to participate. 

 

https://econdev.mountainview.gov/home-econdev
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Makers Market Program Guidelines 

EVENT LOGISTICS AND SCHEDULE 
2026 Season Dates 
The market will take place on the following Fridays: 

• September 18 

• October 23 

• November 20 

• December 18 

Operational Hours 
• Total Duration: 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

• Load-In: Must be completed by 1:45 p.m. 

• Load-Out: Must be completed by 8:30 p.m and  

• Location: 300 block of Castro Street (Pedestrian Mall). 

• Vendors are encouraged to stay for the entirety of the market, early breakdown of booths is 
discouraged.  

Booth Requirements 
• Size: Each vendor is allocated one 10x10 booth space. 

• Setup: Vendors must provide their own setup, including tents, tables, and chairs. 

• Anchoring: Tents must be secured with weights or sandbags. Securing tents to City trees, light poles, or 
other installations is strictly prohibited. 

• Lighting: As the market extends into the evening, vendors are encouraged to provide their own battery-
operated lighting. The City will provide supplemental lighting as needed. 

• Power: No power access will be provided. Generators are strictly prohibited. Please prepare to be self-
sufficient by using battery operated devices. 

APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCESS 
Applications are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The Economic Development team will review all 
applications to ensure they meet the stated goals of the program. 

• Email: Submit completed applications to econ.dev@mountainview.gov. 

• In-Person: Deliver to the Community Development Department at 500 Castro Street. 

https://econdev.mountainview.gov/home-econdev
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Makers Market Program Guidelines 

 
Required Documents 
A completed application must include: 

1. Applicant and Business Information: Basic business details and primary contact info. 

2. City of Mountain View Business License: A copy of the current license. 

3. Sellers Permit: Current within the last year. 

4. Photos: Please submit 2-3 photos of the products you plan to sell  

Booth Split Info: If sharing a booth, each business must apply and indicate their partner for booth sharing in 
their application. 

Selection Timeline 
• Application Deadline: June 26th, 2026 

• Confirmation: Applications will be reviewed in the order they are received; a full vendor roster will be 
released in July.  

• Information Session: A mandatory online Informational Session will be held in August for all 
participating vendors.  

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
Venue Access 

• Pedestrian Mall: All motorized modes of transportation are prohibited on the Castro Street pedestrian 
mall. Vendors can use handcarts or wagons to transport their booth materials from the parking lot to 
the event site. Absolutely no loading or unloading is allowed at the Castro/California intersection. 

• Parking: Vendors should utilize Lots 3 and 6 and use designated pedestrian passageways for loading and 
unloading. 

Accessibility and Safety 
• ADA Compliance: All vendor setups must maintain the designated fire lane and clear pedestrian 

pathways. 

• Dogs: Well-behaved dogs are welcome; owners are responsible for immediate cleanup. 

Amplified Sound  
• No amplified music will be allowed per City policy.  

 

 

https://econdev.mountainview.gov/home-econdev
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Makers Market Program Guidelines 

Additional Resources: 
 

Apply for a City of Mountain View Business License 

Apply for a Sellers Permit in California 

https://econdev.mountainview.gov/home-econdev
https://www.mountainview.gov/home/showdocument?id=6595&t=638874887645316416
https://cdtfa.ca.gov/taxes-and-fees/faqseller.htm
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